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RESPIRATORY PROVECEION-"Vxe Lasy Lne oF DeFence-oR Is v?*

ABstRacy

Occuparional pisease, PaRVICULARLY tXOSe ARISING FROM INMaLation OF alRBORNe SUBStances, IS OF
SIGNIFICaNY INteRest, N0V Least Because OF LHe POvential PReYeNLaBILILY OF eXPOSURE In txe
WORKPLace. UXeOReLICaLLy av Least, It SHOULD Be POSSIBLE L0 ReDUCe eXPOSURES SIGNIFICAMLLY BY
€NGINeeRING OR OVHER MeVHODS and as a Last Resort, BY RPE (RespiRatory Provective
Courpment).

UXeRe aRe SIGNIFICANt BaRRIERS, HOWEYeR, tXat PReyent vie errective use oF RP€ m txe
WORKPLAace and tXeRe aRe many LOPICS VHav aRe UMKNONN av LMe PResent vime vMav ReouIRe
FURVHER ReseaRcH. Uxere agre aBoutv 17,000 palLy users In New Zearanp, most usime RP€ sucx
as v¥e DISPOSaBLe tyPe. LMeRe aRe a XUGe RanGe OF DIFFEReNt tYPes, Some CeRtIFieD anD many
OVHeRs Nnov so. Uxe PRovection actuaLly arFORDeD may Be minimal. UMeRe aRe SIGNIFICanmy
CONCeRNS WILX UXe Latter type oF RP@, FReeLy avalLaBLe FROM HaRDWaRe anbd OVHeR OULLers In
VHIS CoumRY. MMost aRe nov CeRIFIeD BY any StanDarD oRGanisation anp many DIY (Do-Iv-
YOURSELF) anp LaRGe StOReS MARKev UNCeRVIFIeD eQUIPMeNt tHav, WHILe Inexpensive, PROBABLY
PROYIDE LITLe PROtECLION FROM AIRBORNE comtaminants.

TXe PResenvarion WILL FOCUS on some BacKGROunD vo RP€, Limiations OF CURReNv eguipmeny anp
some OF VXe MYVHS tXat PeRyaDe IMDUStRY. CURReNv ReseaRCH WILL Be DeSCRIBED anb new
ReSOURCeS aBOUT 10 Be PRODUCED WILL Be SIOMMARISED.

Ovexview

VXIS PResenvavion WILL FOCUS 0N tHe Reasons FOR vie ImeRrest m mopern RP@, some vypicaL
LImivations t¥ar may nov Be ReaLisep, types oF RPC vxav aRe avalLaBLe, vXe neep FOR MSIGHY IMto
UXe VYPICAL CONSIDERAtIONS NecessaRyY BUY OFten OYERLOOKeD and SOme vecHnical Devalls ReLeyamy
vo RP€ sucx as Peax Inspiratory iR Frows.

Mucx or vie RP€ 1s WORN In a YaRIetY OF WORKPLaceS INCLUDING tHe HeALVH SeCLOR WIVHOUT any
consipeRravions vo vie Reoumirements or AS/NILS 1715:2003 or vxe Limnrations oF RPe.

PRrevenvion oF ImxaLavion pisease IS an IMPORvany Issue FOR IMDUSVRY, Yet MUCK OF txe
INFORMaAtIoN ayalLaBLe DOes N0t aPPeaRr to0 Be UseD In PRAcCtICe.

‘UXe PResemvarion

UXIs PResemvavion WILL GIYe a XISLORY OF some OF txe beveLorment oF RP@, some sucGcestions
FOR tXe XeaLtH CaRe SeCLOR anD IDUSLRY as WELL as LIMILations and consiDeRavions In vie Use OF
RP€ m vxe wORKPLaCe.
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UXe autxoR Is on BotX txe ISO anp AustraLrian anp New Zearand Stanpards FOR ReSPIRatORY
PROvECTION.
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