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RBstRacy

UXis PResentavion Raises tHe INCReasInG CONCeRNs BeIMG eXPResseD aBOUY an OLD and FamiLlag
VOPIC, 1.e., noIse-Inpuced XearmmG Loss (NTHL). In spre OF many eFroRvs BY Past GoyverRnmenv anp
non-GoyeRnment agencies as WeLL as OtHeRS, CURRENV COMPensation costs OF over SNZ50
MILLION annuaLly comvinike vo RIse RaPIDLY. WXILe VXIS Fmanclal FIGKRe IS SIGNIFICant, VHeRe aRe
SUBStantial ayoIDaBLe PeRSONAL eFFects on tye MDIVIDUALS CONCeRneD.

ACC 1s emBaRKING 0N an Invensiye PROGRaNMMeE OF InteRyention Oyer txe next 5-10 vears to seex
SYNEeRGY WILX INDUSTRIES and OvXERS t0 ReDUCe tXe FUtUREe BURDEN OF LIS DIsease on ve
COMMUNIY.

VXIS PResenvavion WILL DesSCRIBe YHe CURReNv navlonal Siuavion, surveys oF SIMEs (Small to
Medium Sizep €nverpPRIses) WItX ReGard vo NIKL, vie comprexensive ReseaRCH PROGRamme
UNDeRWay anp vXe PLanned InteRyention PROGRanume vo Repuce vxe BurDen FrRom NIHL vo New
ZeaLand MDUSIRY In tHe FUTURe.

Oyerview

NIXL xas Been around FOR ceMuRIes. €yen as Far Back as 29-79AD noise was an 1ssue as Iv
Was SUBSEQUENtLY In Ve MIDDLE aGes and txe YICtoRlan times. LateR It was ReGarDeD as vxe
“ImavoIpaBLe conseguence OF WORK”. Lopay, and FOR some Decabes, IV Xas Been ReGaRrbeD
INteRNavionaLLy as a DIsease WHICH IS aLMOSt COMPLEteLY avoIDaBLe WX CURRemv knowlLence. In
SPIte OF VXIS, tXe DIsease COMvInues v0 PResent CHallenGes In veRMS OF IMveRYention and cLaims
vo ACC convinue vo Rise.

UXeRre Xave Been many eFrORYS BY NUUMEROUS ORGanisations BOvH GOyeRnment anb OvHeRS OYeR
many pecanes In tXe Past tHav Xave FOCUsSSeD on RaisnG awareness oF MNIXL as a serious Issue
ReQUIRING InteRyemvion. In spive OF a GReav DeaL OF €FFORYV INCLUDING VXe PuBLICavion oF Copes OF
PRractice, GuIDeLIMes anp many ovieR pocumems, vie ACC cLaims are convinumG vo Rise DaILY.
CURReNv compensavion coss, LaRGeLY PaID FOR BY INDUSLRY, exceed $50m P.a. and are RaPIDLY
RISMG. BOVX vHe CURReNt LeyeL anD vMe SIZe OF tHe INCReases aRe WORRYING.

Surveys amona vye SMEs (SmaLl vo Mepmm Sizep €nveRPRISeS) amonG DIFFeReNt INDUSVRY

SeCtoRs In Jlew Zealand Xas SHOWN tXav VHeRe IS a LoW Level OF awareness aBowv MIXL, vxav
VHe SeRIousness IS Nov aPPRecCiateD and vHat WHeRe tHeRe IS awaReness, N0 FURVHER action IS
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BeLIeYeD Y0 Be necessaRY Because OF action vaken IS SUFFICIeNt (€.G., DONNING OF eaR-MUFFS WXen
USING LOUD MACKINeRY).

NIKL 1s aLso a maJoR Issue FOR INDUSLRY and It Xas Been SHONN tO SERIOUSLY aFFect PRODUCHIVIVY
In INDUSERY as WELL aS VHe SeRIOUS and DeBILItatInG eFFect SUCH as DePRESSION amonG tye
eLDeRLY. €yen amonc vxe YOUNGeR GeneRation topay, tXeRe IS LRiLe InteRest OR awageness OF
NIHL as a seRrious Issue, In SPILe OF Some eyience tyav INCReasinG NUMBERS and YOUNGeR ace
GROUPS aRe INCReASIMGLY arrecteD.

THe PResemvation

Uxe PResenvation WILL DeSCRIBE tXe SeRIousness OF txe CurRemv MIML issue vo Nlew ZeaLanp
IMDUSLRY and XIGKLIGHY tHe INVeRYemvions vav aRe CURREMVLY BeING PLanned and WXICK WILL Be
DIVRODUCED OYER tHe next Few Yeams. UXIS IMCLUDeS CURReNt ReSeaRCH PROGRaNMuMes BY teams OF
navional anp InveRrnavional ReseaRcHeRs av Auckranp Universniy and Mlassey UniveRsny, vie
LIMItavions OF XeaRING ConmseRyavion IMteRyention PROGRamumes Instead OF Noise manacement
PROGRaNMUMeS, JOINY WORK PLaNned WX INDUSLRY, Potential tRamme oF ACC arprovep NIXL
CONSULTaNs anp JONM SYNeRGY WORK WILX OvHeR GoyerRnmentv anp non-Goyernmentv ORGanisavions.
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